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March 24, 2023 

Honorable Judge Janis Sammartino, 

Re: Incarceration of  III, DOB: 02/14/1972 

I am writing this letter on behalf of my patient, .  I became  
primary care physician on 10/21/2022 after his previous doctor retired.  I have 
had the opportunity to both review his medical records and personally examine 
him.  

 shared that he is facing incarceration.  As an individual with pulmonary 
sarcoidosis and rheumatoid arthritis, both chronic, incurable, autoimmune 
diseases, he is being treated with methotrexate and prednisone.  These 
medications decrease his body’s immune response, which helps to reduce the 
severity of his symptoms.  Unfortunately, it also means he is less able to fight off 
infectious illnesses, like COVID-19, influenza, and respiratory syncytial virus.  As 
with many BOP institutions, the inmate population at each FCC Butner institution 
exceeds the institution’s rated inmate capacity. Butner Low-Security Federal 
Correctional Institution (LSCI) inmates have beds in unenclosed cubicles in 
dormitory-style housing units. This significantly inhibited Butner’s ability to 
socially distance inmates and, therefore, minimize the spread of COVID-19. These 
conditions contributed, in part, to over 1,000 inmates in these facilities 
contracting COVID-19 (Department of Justice, 2021).  Placing Mr. Parks in a 
congregate living situation would put him at a very high risk of contracting an 
infectious respiratory disease, resulting in death.   

 complies with all his medical appointments and treatment plans 
recommended by his physicians.  He has received all available vaccines to help 
protect him against respiratory illness.  Both the Coronavirus and influenza are 
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capable of rapidly forming new variants.  Thus, while vaccines help decrease the 
likelihood of infection, they are not fully protective.  In my work, I have recently 
seen a higher volume than usual of viral respiratory diseases.  I do not doubt that 
this trend is similar in the prison community.  
 

 has been assigned to FCC Butner Low; this institution infection 
prevention procedure or modification to operations is currently set at level 1. 
Therefore, changes are not necessary.  Per the BOP Modified Operations Plan & 
Matrix (Enclosure A), Level 1 specifies: masks are recommended but not required 
for inmates at care levels 1 thru 3, both indoor and outdoor; social distancing is 
not necessary for all locations besides health care units; and staff, visitors and 
volunteers only have to self-monitor and report symptoms of Covid-19.  
According to DOJ, Pandemic Response, 53% of Butner staff were advised to 
continue reporting to work unless they experience symptoms (Department of 
Justice, 2021).  Asymptomatic staff poses a very high risk of unknowingly 
transmitting a respiratory illness to Mr. Parks. 
 
According to the Department of Justice Capstone Review of the Federal Bureau of 
Prison’s Response to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pandemic (Reference 2), 
states the BOP plans to prioritize projects targeting the efficiency of heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning systems, as these systems may affect the spread 
of COVD-19.  Placing  in a BOP institution with insufficient air filtration 
system capable of removing respiratory virus particles puts Mr. Parks in an 
extremely dangerous environment as it would likely result in him contracting at 
least one virus during his sentence.   
 
Last year, the Department of Justice Inspector General audited FCC Butner and 
two other institutions (Department of Justice, 2022).  It was determined that the 
BOP did not have a formal plan to ensure the timeliness of the healthcare inmates 
received.  It was noted that the BOP faced challenges in transporting inmates to 
off-site appointments, resulting in a frequent need to reschedule appointments 
that could delay an inmate’s healthcare.  Due to the variety of inmate medical 
needs, not all healthcare treatments can be provided within a facility.  BOP 
medical staff described challenges that can add to the time inmates wait for 
treatment outside the facility, including limited staff to escort.  To stabilize Mr. 

 medically, he must access regularly scheduled specialty care visits, routine 
visits with first  and now myself, to coordinate his care and address any 
urgent medical needs, uninterrupted access to his currently prescribed 
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medications and access to distilled water and cleaning supplies required to use his 
sleep apnea machine. Should any of these be unavailable to , he faces 
dire consequences, including death. 
 
Due to the Prison’s limited medication formulary (Federal BOP Health Services, 
Part 1 & 2, 2022), the most concerning is the assertion that  could not 
continue his methotrexate beyond fourteen (14) days. All new and renewal 
prescriptions require consultation with an appropriate specialist based on the 
disease state being treated;  could be waiting months for his consult.  

 has sudden flare-ups with his sarcoidosis (since Dec 2005) and is 
currently self-medicating when needed.  It would be impossible for  to 
have quick access and the ability to take prednisone as he deems necessary. Not 
having the medication readily available could be life-threatening, he would be 
susceptible to permanent scarring of the lungs, difficulty breathing, pulmonary 
hypertension, kidney failure, muscle weakness or even cardiac arrest.   Please see 
(enclosure B) for additional notes regarding ’ medication.  
 
I am enclosing a DOJ BOP inmate death news release (Enclosure 3) of an inmate 
who also had long-term, pre-existing medical conditions which, the CDC lists as 
risk factors for developing more severe COVID-19, as . I highly encourage 
you to consider the extenuating circumstances of his chronic autoimmune 
disorders and the detrimental impact conjugate incarceration would have on Mr. 

 as you determine his sentence.  He may not come home if incarcerated.  
 
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 MD, PhD 
Family Medicine 
 
MedStar Medical Group –  
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Enclosure 2:  
Medica�on Availability and Concerns 

 
Table 1 depicts the medica�ons Mr. Parks is currently taking, the availability of each drug and the concern at Butner Low (See 
Reference 4 and 5) 
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            U.S. Department of Justice 

                                   Federal Bureau of Prisons 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact: Office of Public Affairs 

March 28, 2022   202-514-6551 

 

 

Inmate Death at FCI Butner Medium I 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C.:  On Monday, January 10, 2022, inmate Marvin Hersch tested positive 

for COVID-19 at the Federal Correctional Institution (FCI) Butner Medium I in Butner, North 

Carolina, and was placed in medical isolation.  Institution medical staff monitored Mr. Hersch’s 

condition and provided treatment.  On Thursday, January 13, 2022, Mr. Hersch’s condition 

worsened, and he was transported to a local hospital.  Upon return, Mr. Hersch was transferred 

to the Federal Medical Center (FMC) Butner in Butner, North Carolina, where he was placed on 

a ventilator and his condition was monitored.  On Thursday, February 3, 2022, in accordance 

with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines, Mr. Hersch was converted to 

a status of recovered, following the completion of medical isolation, and presenting with no 

symptoms. 

 

On Friday, March 25, 2022, Mr. Hersch was transported to a local hospital due to Acute 

Respiratory Failure Secondary to Pneumonia.  Subsequently, on Saturday, March 26, 2022, Mr. 

Hersch who had long-term, pre-existing medical conditions which the CDC lists as risk factors 

for developing more severe COVID-19 disease, was pronounced deceased by medical staff.  

 

Mr. Hersch was an 82-year-old male who was sentenced in the Southern District of Florida to a 

1,260-month sentence for Transporting a Minor in Foreign Commerce with Intent to Engage in a 

Sexual Act.  He had been in custody at Federal Correctional Complex Butner since October 30, 

2000. 

 

FCI Butner Medium I is a medium security facility that currently houses 545 male offenders. 

 

The Bureau of Prisons will continue to provide daily updates and information on actions related 

to COVID-19 at www.bop.gov/coronavirus/index.jsp.  

 

Additional information about the Bureau of Prisons can be found at www.bop.gov. 
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